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Luke Chapter 21
V. The Condemnation of the Son of Man for Men, Luke 19:28-24:49.
B. Monday/Tuesday; Luke 19:45-21:38.
6. The apocalyptic discourse, Luke 21:5-38.
d. Jesus’ prophecy of persecution of the saints and encouragement for perseverance, vs. 12-19.
Paralleled in Mark 13:9-13; Mat 10:16-23.
The Fifth Seal Judgment
Rev 6:9-11
The prophecy of our Lord in Luke 21, leads us to the 5th Seal Judgment, which is mass persecution leading to
the martyrdom of Tribulational believers, both Jewish and Gentile, at the hands of the Antichrist and his
followers.
Vs. 11
The reward for faithfulness on earth, and God’s answer to their prayer.
Their “white robe” is their “uniform of glory,” worn upon the resurrection body of the overcomer, (NIKAO,
winner believer), in the eternal state, cf. Rev 3:4-5; 7:13-17; 22:14. The winner believer is decorated at the
Judgment Seat of Christ 1 Cor 3:10-15; 2 Cor 5:10, for producing Divine Good.
Two major decorations are given to the winner believer at the Judgment Seat of Christ.
a. The Crown of Life is given for life lived inside of God’s Power System or Sphere, (GPS), Rev 2:10. This is
one of four Crowns that can be award; (Rejoicing, Righteousness, and Glory are the others.)
b. The Order of the Morning Star is the highest decoration for living the Christian life, Rev 2:28.
1) The name for this reward is derived from the title of our Lord. In His strategic and tactical victory, He is
called, “The Morning Star,” Num 24:17; 2 Peter 1:19.
Num 24:17, “A star shall come from Jacob, (First Advent).”
2 Peter 1:19, “So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to
a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns, (Second Advent), and the morning star, (Jesus Christ),
arises in your hearts.”
2) As noted above, the uniform of glory worn by Jesus Christ as the Morning Star was displayed at the Mount
of Transfiguration. This uniform of glory is the translucent robe of light which Christ wears over His resurrection
body. The uniform of glory was modeled by Christ for Peter, James, and John, Mat 16:28-17:2, “His face shone
like the sun and His clothes became as white as like light.” This uniform is now constantly worn by the
humanity of Christ.
5. The Order of the Morning Star.
Rev 2:28, “I will give to him the order of the morning star.”
This is a decoration for life in God’s Power Sphere. It is the highest decoration God can give a human being. It
includes the privilege of wearing the uniform of glory, a uniform of translucent light over the resurrection body.
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Rev 3:4, “But you have a few in Sardis, who have not soiled their clothes, in fact they will walk with Me in
whites, (the uniform of glory), because they are worthy.”
The winner wears the uniform of honor in time and the uniform of glory in eternity. The decoration includes
presentation to God the Father in the third heaven, the court of heaven, for all winners.
Rev 3:5, “He who overcomes, (the winner believer), will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not
erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.”
The Order of the Morning Star includes a new knighthood, Rev 2:17.
Rev 2:17, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes,
(the winner believer), to him I will give some of the hidden manna, (cf. John 6:48-51, unique identification
with Jesus Christ), and I will give him a white stone, and a new name, (a knighthood title), written on the
stone which no one knows but he who receives it.”
This stone and knighthood title will allow the winner believer special and unique privileges, accesses, and
authority in the eternal state. Each winner alone knows his place in the eternal order of chivalry.
6. The Authority of the Order of the Morning Star in the Millennium is noted in Rev 2:26-28.
Rev 2:26-28, “He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM I WILL GIVE
AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS; 27AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, AS
THE VESSELS OF THE POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES, (capital punishment), as I also have
received authority from My Father; 28and I will give him the morning star.”
7. The Function of the Morning Star in the Millennium is noted in Rev 20:4, “And I saw thrones; and they
that sat on them and rulership was given to them.” They will rule for 1000 years.
8. The Privilege of the Morning Star Decoration in the Eternal State is noted in Rev 2:7. Only winners who have
the Order of the Morning Star have the privilege of access to the gazebo garden and tree of life.
9. Other Special Rewards for the Winner are noted in Rev 3:12, that includes:
a. A special pillar in the temple, written in gold, which tells the winner’s story. His name remains in the temple
of God as a permanent history record of who was really important in human history.
b. He has a coat of arms, which allows him to enter the New Jerusalem.
Our Lord’s answer to the Tribulational martyrs’ prayer.
The answer begins with “And they were told that they should rest for a little while longer,” where “Rest” is
the Greek Verb ANAPAUO that means, “rest, take one’s rest, give rest, refresh (someone).” It is first used in
the NT in Mat 11:28, regarding those who believe in Jesus Christ. Therefore, it speaks to the life we will have
in the eternal state, a life of rest. That’s why my wife always says when see is busy, “I’ll rest when I get to
heaven.” Cf. Rev 14:13; 2 Thes 1:6-10.
Mat 11:28, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.”
Rev 14:13, “And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, “Write, ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord
from now on!’” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “so that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow
with them”.”
2 Thes 1:6-10, “For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7and to
give relief, (ANESIS, “rest, relaxation, etc., a synonym to ANAPAUO), to you who are afflicted and to us as
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well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8dealing
out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.
9These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory
of His power, 10when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all
who have believed—for our testimony to you was believed.”
In addition, the believer in Jesus Christ is to rest from producing human good works and instead produce Divine
Good works during their life here on earth, Heb 4:10.
Heb 4:10, “For the one who has entered His rest has himself also rested from his works, as God did from
His.”
The unbeliever will not have rest in the eternal state, Heb 3:11, 18; 4:1-11.
Heb 3:11, “As I swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest’.” Cf. Psa 95:11.
Heb 3:18-19, “And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who were
disobedient? 19So we see that they were not able to enter because of unbelief.”
“Until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren who were to be killed, APOKTEINO, even
as they had been, (i.e., martyred for their faithful witness), would be completed also,” PLEROO, in the
Aorist, Passive, Subjunctive that means, “brought to completion, accomplished, fulfilled, etc.” This points to the
end of the Tribulation when all Tribulation martyrdom is finished. At that time, our Lord will return
victoriously and bring about His final judgment on the unbelieving world in the Battle of Armageddon, Rev
19:11f.
This answer also tells us that as we are to rest in our Lord during our lives here on earth, in heaven we are to do
the same; trust in Him. As such, these saints do not need to fret about the time frame of vengeance and
judgment. They are to continue to faith-rest in the Lord, and God’s Divine plan for the history of the world.
When we trust in God, that He has everything under control and will fulfill His promises, we are able to rest.
This command was most likely given for our, and the Tribulational saints on earth, benefit, so that we would
know that God has everything under control. He has a Divine Plan. And He has a timeframe in which all things
will be accomplished. When we realize that we are able to rest spiritually, which allows us to rest mentally,
which allows us to rest physically.
2 Cor 4:16-18, “Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man
is being renewed day by day. 17For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of
glory far beyond all comparison, 18while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which
are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.”
2 Cor 5:7, “For we walk by faith, not by sight.”
Heb 11:1, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”
Heb 11:6, “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that
He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”
Your eyes are in your soul, and your soul must have bible doctrine. We see the unseen through doctrine.
Doctrine gives us relationship with the integrity of God which sustains us in time of trials, tribulations,
persecutions, disaster, etc. We see the justice and integrity of God through Bible doctrine. All perception of
Bible doctrine is accomplished through the function of faith perception.
Rom 10:17, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ (Bible Doctrine).”
James H. Rickard Bible Ministries ©
Copyright 2022

Page 3

Once you have Bible doctrine on the launching pad of your soul, then the faith rest drill in its maximum use
applies Bible doctrine to experience.
Therefore, the answer to their prayer (as to “how long” until He brings His judgment and vengeance upon the
Tribulational unbelieving world, including the Antichrist and False Prophet, that martyred the saints of the
Tribulation) is “When I return,” which is at the end of the seven-year Tribulation. Yet, in His answer to them,
He tells them the solemn reality that many more believers of the Tribulation will be martyred as they had been.
This also tells us that as we go through persecutions, we are not alone, and many others will too be persecuted
as we have been. Therefore, we do not feel sorry for others or think that we are unique in persecution. Many
others have been, are being, and will be persecuted as we have been, and sometimes more drastically.
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